
192
lightning events detected 

north of

85°N
on 1–2 July, 2020

194       
lightning events 

per square mile in 
Florida in 2020.

More than in any other state.

#1 state with 
the most total lightning in 2020

33,816,168

California
lightning

siege
August 15 - 18, 2020

Much of the 2020
lightning in Bay Area

occurred during
a 4-day period

in August

170
MILLION

total lightning events
across the US in 2020 

52 million 
fewer than in 2019

Highlights of lightning activity in 2020

hail
NO
fewer thunderstorms 

between April & June 2020
resulted in less hail in the United States

32%
in May & June 2020
when compared to the 5-year average

Washington
Monument

struck by
lightning
on 4 June, 2020

34,000+
lightning events 

at
Taal volcano
eruption on 

12-13 January, 2020

39  48

CONUS states 
below average lightning in 2020

The data are from the Vaisala NLDN U.S. National Lightning Detection Network and the Vaisala  GLD360 Global Lightning Detection Network, 
that monitor total lightning activity, including both in-cloud (IC) and cloud-to-ground (CG) lightning, 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.
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